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juster ideas of hristianity, and diffuse 
through the sol@unities of our worship, | 
the celebration of our sabbaths, and every | 
observance co ed with religion, that | 
air of amenity anf sweetness, which is the | 
offspring of lite@ture, and the peaceful | 
intercourses of s@iety. The age which | 
has demolished dujgeons, rejected torture, | 
and given so fair §prospect of abolishing | 
the iniquity of th@slave trade, cannot long | 
voke a power capable of producing exist- | retain among tls a icles of belief the gloomy 
ence, in order to continue it in never end-  perplerities of Clvimsm, and the heart- | 
ing torments. The God of the Assembly’s withermg perspecire of cruel and never- | 
Catechism is not the same God with the | ending punishme | 
deity of Thomson’s Seasons, and of Hutch- | : | 
eson’s Ethics. Unity of character in D NOT OPPOSED | 
what we adore, is much more essential | ; IS MERCY. 
than unity of person. We often boast, | There is not, verhaps, in the whole 
and with reason, of the purity of our reli- ' range of school $vinity, a more fruitful | 
gion, as opposed to the grossness of the source of error, t ' 3 the opinion, 80 tat 
theology of the Greeks and Romans; but €tally entertaine., O su». opposmig: anc 
: 4 we should remember, thal cruelty is as contradictory qualities, influences, and ac- 
or pattisher, aud forwarded by mail, must be | much worse than licentiousness, as a Mo- quisitions of God’s justi¢e and mercy. 
sent free of postage. , _.. |Joch is worse than a satyr—When will To read the ¢ommon schemes, as they are 
(Z?_All ministers of this denomination," | ©) istians permit themselves to believe called, of theologians, one would imagine, | 
ihe United States, of regular standing, are | 3+ the same conduct which gains them that the divine Mind was never at peace, 
hereby respectfully cp eo peste gnhoin ithe approbation of good men , here, will | that a perpetual conflict was kept up be- 
he age pee ra See Hag aud collect | secure the favour of heaven hereafter ?) tween its rm indiinatieene, and the 
pt remit subscriptions. Ww hen will they cease making their court | stern demands of what might not wiht: er- 
é to their Maker by the same servile debase- ently be termed a sense of duty, were it 
‘ment and affectation of lowliness by which | not more like the unbending fate, which 
_|\the vain potentates of the earth are flatter- | was thought by the ancients to govern 
‘ed? When a harmless and well meaning the determinations of their superior divin- 
'man, in the exaggerated figures of theo- ity; for though not stated to be so, it ¢er- 
readers, especially the female class of them, | logical rhetoric, calls himself the vilest of tainly gives the impression of an. eer- 
wthe following beautiful extract from the sinners, it is in precisely the same spirit nal and independent power, which inter-_ 
works of Mrs. Barwavunp. It is perhaps not | of false humility in which the courtier uses poses itself to forbid the intentions of 
generally known that, that celebrated author | degrading and disqualifying expressions, | love. Ravin! ai vf MS 
one who is a brilliant ornament to her | when he speaks of himself’ in his adulato- | This idea is not confined to written sys- 
“rarer ; ry addresses to his sovereign. When a_ tems, and voluminous bodies of divinity 5 
BEX, whose name Is cherished by all the | good man draws near the close of a life would that it were, for then its injurious 
friends of religion and morality, and whose | not free indeed from faults, but pure from. effects might not be so extensive; but 
wigs have inspired many of our children | crime, a life spent in the habitual exercise your children are taught to repeat it in 
wd youth with sentiments of love to God | of all those virtues which adorn and digni- their catechisms, yourselves repeat it in” 
and man,—is a decided believer in the fi-| fy human nature, and in the uniform ap- your church creeds, it is forced into the 
nal salvation of all the human race. Such, proach to that perfection, which 18 confess- | prayers of your clergymen, and they insist 
however, appears to be the honorable fact , | edly unattainable in this imperfect state; and dilate upon oe their ee = 
ipa - niew ill her taa.:4 20 | when a man—perhaps like Dr, Price, sermons, over and over again. n the 
and we would say to othe > 8°) whose name will be ever pronounced with great subject ofthe mission, sufferings, 
; | affectionate veneration and deep regard by and death of the Savior, you are constant- 
“Above all, it would be desirable to’ all the friends of philosophy, virtue, and ly told, that God saw the sinful and 
separate from religion that idea of gloom | mankind—is about to resign his soul into wretched condition of men, and he pitied, 
which in this country has but too general- | the hands of his Maker, he ouglit to do it, | and wished to save them; but they had 
ly accompanied it. The fact cannot be} not only with a reliance on his mercy, but sinned, rebelled, and fallen; they had 
denied; the cause must be sought, partly | his justice; a generous confidence and pi- committed an infinite offence against an 
in owr national character, which I aim | ous resignation should be blended in his infinite Deity, and a frowning, unrelenting 
afraid is not naturally either very cheerful! deportment. It does not become him to justice interposes, and calls for an infinite 
or very social, and which we shall do well | pay the blasphemous homage of deprecat- satisfaction, the sacrifice of his only Son.— 
to meliorate by every possible attention to | ing the wrath of God, when he ought to Mercy is obliged to yirld, Justice obtains 
our habits of fife;—and partly to the col-| throw himself into the arms of his love. its demand; 4 in the language of a 
our of our religious systems. No one who| He is not to think that virtue is one thing bargain, the sacrifice is called an equiva- 
cmbraces the common idea of future tor-| here, and another in heaven; or that he on lent, and the whole transaction is termed 
ments, together with the doctrine of elec-| whom blessings and eulogiums are reddy a merciful plan, a dispensation of love! No 
tion and reprobation, the insufficiency of} to burst from all honest tongues, can be wonder that there dre so many infidels, 
virtue to eseape the wrath of God, and | an object of punishment with him who is when this is represenjed as christianity. 
the strange absurdity whieh, it should | infinitely more benevolent than any of his| Without entering upon an examination 
seem, through similarity of sound alone | creatures. | of the several errors of this system, a few 
has been admitted as an axiom, that sins} “These remarks may be thought for-| remarks will be offered on that, which 
commeéted against an Infinite Being do | eign to the subject in question; but in fact may be considered asthe fundamental and 
therefore deserve infinite punishment—no | they are not so. Public worship will be prevailing one, namely, the supposition of 
one, T will venture to assert, can believe | tinctured with gloom, while our ideas of a disagreement between the attributes of 
such tenets, and have them often in his | its object are darkened by superstition; it God; the idea that his rigorous justice in- 
thoughts, and yet be cheerful. Whence | will be infected with hypocrisy, while its tercepts the benevolelit designs of his mer- 
a system tas arisen so incompatible with professions and tencts run counter to the cy. 
that justice and benevolence, which in the | genuine, unperverted moral sense of man- ~ Is not this opinion, in the first place, 
“scourses of our Saviour are represented | kind; it will not meet the countenance of degrading to the true character of Supreme 
as the most essential attributes of the Di- | philosophers so long as we are obliged to| Pertection? Does if not leave a blank in 
‘ine being, is not easy to trace. It is | unlearn our ethics, in order to learn divin- the description of Deity, which even our 
probable, however, that power, being the | ity. Let it be considered that these opin- finite conceptions may fill? Is it consist- 
fost promunent feature in our conceptions ions greatly favour immorality. The doc- ent with the unity of his character, thus to 
of the Creator, and that of which we see | trine that all are vile, and equally merit a present one of its principles in direct op- 
the most striking image here on earth | state of punishment, is an idea as consola- position to another? Is it consistent with 
\tory to the profligate, as it is humiliating the loveliness of his character, thus to pre- 


neither be salutary nor harmless, which 
attributes to the Deity injustice and cruel- 
ty; and that religion must have the worst 
of tendencies, which renders it dangerous 
for man to imitate the being whom he wor- 
ships. Let those who hold such tenets 
consider, that the invisible Creator has no 
name, and is identified only by his charac- 
ter; and they will tremble to think what 
being they are worshipping, when they in- 
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(there being a greater portion of uncon- 
trouled power than of unmixed wisdom or 
roodness to be found amongst human be- 


; has always been a favourite doctrine. The ' lence? Or is it consistent with the dignity 
tgs,) the Deity would naturally be liken- 


© Pplagets _ indecent confidence of a Dodd, and the of his character, thus to present its benev- 
an absolute monarch;—and most ab- | debasing terrors of a Johnson, or of more olence yielding to its severity? With 
solute monarchs having been tyrants, jeal-| blameless men than he, spring from one | such conceptions of God, can we feel sat- 
ous of their sovereignty, averse to free- | and the same source. It prevents the isfied, can we feel secure? Let any un- 
os fone ag ht Rope *e genuine pins of Pov pemerias by prejudiced and thinking man ask himself 
? Ss sub- ud 28S s acinar * * ' 

pets, but to the poets. raat pF rd a rope. os rye 0 angry emer these questions separately and poreruny 

: : ; it quenches religious gratitude, because | __Is not this opinion, in the second place, 





{New Series, VOL. I,—Neo. 2. 





to the saint; and that is one reason why it sent its severity overcoming its benevo-. 


tice will always have pity.on® ¥gleffess 
and frailty, and perfect mercy Will always 
unfalteringly pursue the straight and only 
course, which leads tu the best possible 
consequences. 

The idea, therefore, of an opposition 
between the justice and the mercy of God, 
arises from a gross misapprehension of 
those attributes themselves, and is unwor- 
thy of the divine character. If these 
propositions are established, it follows, in 
the third place, that it will produce injuri- 
ous effects on our minds. Religion is so 
important a subject, that irreligious men 
must be hurtful in some way or other, and 
in a greater or less degree. God is the 
object and end of all religion, and so far 
as a particular system of religion incul- 
cates wrong conceptions of God, it must 
be a false one, and false in its very found- 
ation. God is the Supreme Disposer, he | such a view of the justice and mercy ot 
governs our lives according to his will, God, as will form a summary of what has 
and keeps in his own hands the entire reg- been offered on this subject. To speak 
ulation of our future destiny. We are strictly, we should say, that justice and 
weak and powerless; we cannot stand be- mercy were not separate qualities of the 
fore him; we know that we cannot; un- divine Mind, but that, although we used 
foreseen and uncontroulable events defeat the names separately, for the sake of con- 
our intentions and defy our calculations; | venience and accommodation, they were, 
and death comes, we know not how or | in fact, the same. The ways of God are 
when, to close the present scene. It must | right, and this expresses all that we mean, 
affect us nearly then, to know what is the when we say that they are just and merci- 
character of this Being; and according to | ful. In the counsels of God, there can 
the conclusions which we form, will be in | be no wavering, nor even deliberation; the 
a great measure the complexion of our re- course that alone is proper, the course 
ligious opinions, and the tone of our reli- that alone conduces to the best possible 
ends, in every possible connexion, and 


gious language. | 
If then, we regard him as a monarch, |throughout all eternity, that course is 


question of opposing feelings, interests, 
and considerations. But here is the error, 
men have supposed the Deity to be placed 
in a certain situation; and then have un- 
dertaken to say how he must have been 
influenced, and how he ought to have de- 
termined, and actually did determine, un- 
der the existing circumstances. They 
have undertaken to say, from their own 
notions of what would have been felt and 
done on earth, what in reality was felt and 
done in heaven; without reflecting that 
they were applying this rule to a Being, 
who is infallible and omniscient, and who 
could not, therefore, entertain any inclina- 
tion in opposition to any principles, or be 
guided by any circumstances, of which he 
did not clearly see all the bearings, rela- 
tions, and results. 

We shall conclude this essay by giving 


‘whose resolutions are taken without refer-| alone pursued, and it is pursued exactly 


ence to the nature and circumstances of | when its operation is called for by infinite 
those whom he governs, and whose inflic- wisdom. This course is just, at the same 
tions are determined by a principle, which, | time that it is merciful, and merciful, be- 
however severe it may be, he is compelled | cause it is perfectly just. It never devi- 
to follow, we must of course regard ward bo on account of motives, which we 
with feelings, which, in a great part, will should call compassionate, because should 
be those of apprehension and dread, with | it ever deviate in the least, it would cease 
feelings which ought not to be connected, |to be both just and merciful. It never 
no, not at all, with the only Wise and| can be swayed by sentiments of anger or 
Good, with feelings which are calculated | revenge, because, as it consults the good 
to repress the confidence and gratetul love, | of the whole, and the good of each indi- 
with which we should seek our Father, | vidual, it must terminate in the happiness 
and which should not be suffered to mingle | of all. Let us henceforth have more en- 
with the adoration of the heart. And this larged and exalted conceptions of that Al- 
isthe fact. And this is the explanation of | mighty Being, who is both Wisdom and 
many of the superstitious notions and ob-| Love, whose justice cannot be unmerciful, 
servances, which reflect any thing but hon- | and whose mercy cannot be unjust; whose 
our on the religion of Christ. The Sav-| justice and mercy are one, 

iour has been prayed to, the virgin Mary Unitartan Miscellany. 
has been prayed to, and hundreds of saints ee 

have been prayed to, in preference, yes,| INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF THE DEITY. 
we scruple not to say, in preference tothe} Nature and providence continually speak 
great and only true object of worship; be- {te me of God. I desire to prostrate my- 
cause a servile and unworthy fear was en-| Self before the brightness of his glory at 
tertained of that object, and other beings | every rising sun, to adore the richness of 
and names were resorted to, in order to | his bounty in the noontide blaze, and to 
propitiate and favorably incline the Holy | hold communion with him in the solitude 
One, who is always more ready to hear, and stillness of a_ brilliant night, when 
than we are te pray, and always more wil- myriads of stars and suns light up the 
ling to forgive us our sins, than we are to arch of heaven, and display the immensi- 
forsake them. What is the language of| ty and unutterable magnificence of his do- 
nine out of ten of the hymns which are | mimion. Amidst the desolation of winter 
addressed to Christ, and sung in Christian | ! would adore with silent awe him, who 
Churches? Plainly this; that Christ is a/| makes the winds his messengers and the 
merciful, benignant, and compassionate be-| clouds his chariot, and displays his ter- 
ing, who interposed between the anger of rours in the deep murmurs and darkness 
God and the destruction of men, and of-| of the storm. I would bring to his altar 
fered himseli as a sacrifice to that inexo- | the earliest flowers of spring and the first 
rable vengeance, which neither could nor | pe sheaves of autumn. 

would accept of any other. Is this reason, | _ 1 commune with him in nature and prov- 
is this religion, is this christianity, is this | idence ; but I recognise his brighter glo- 
in accordance with the language of him, | "es in the sun ot righteousness, which has 
who said, ‘Why callest thou me good, poured a flood of light over his moral cre- 
there is none good but one, that is God?’ | ation. In Jesus I acknowledge an infalli- 
| Now what can be the origin of so mon- | ble, an adequate, a divine instructer. He 
strous an error? We conceive it to be | hastaught us what is good ; he has shown 
occasioned by referring the character and bey the Father. The glories of God’s mor- 
counsels of God to the very imperfect al perfections beam forth in his character. 
standard of our own actions and feelings. | From him I seek light and counsel ; and 
By this, we mean, that instead of raising | in him I find whatever is important to my 
their own ideas to some understanding of virtue and comfort. The secret things be- 
| perfection, men have brought down per-|long unto the Lord our God; but the 
‘fection to the level of their own ideas, or | things, which are revealed, belong to us 
‘in other words, have substituted imperfec- 'and to our children. In christianity God 








rine: ~ 2 be approached but with rich conceiving only of two states of retribu- at variance, not only with proper appre-_ tion in its place. They have considered, See airs to 9 wba our weeera 
a Secaeets ferings; bestowing favours, not | tion, both in the extreme, and feeling that hensions of the whole divine character, | not so much the true and abstract nature 0 7 ay ro ne od at eae wid a 
" a = hed estetie but from the pure | our crimes, whatever they may be, cannot but with a proper definition of the divine | of justice and mercy, as the justice and this “ ded “a ites aie 't 4 aie 
to those Potten. shag be blind partiality ; have deserved the one, we are not sufli- justice and mercy, singly considered? | mercy which live upon earth, are conform- r a Se ne 7 a in foal ve = te make 
“tre: ead mee o ended them severe, | ciently thankful for the prospect of the W hat is the justice of God, and what is ed to their earthly residence, and modified | iow eng or C poorel ge vernour, 
by the apectaitinn ts lies oF a red Mtoe oie ay os 7 only a ae | his mercy? Does his justice demand in- | by the passions, the weakness, the false enadhabon of i eaten thay. some 
lvourite: confining 56 easier A e some essary alternative. Lastly, it dissolves the flictions, from which his mercy recoils? | judgment, the short og Foe of sae om s aa i fer “sa corn alae pi 
hey had welahati Unens ‘iter a 2 when 0) Se eee tee a conunon We think not, Does his mercy ask for | It is true, that we — ms - gt P- broader, ne Wc rmgser dogs b ae Bin Ser 
u deep, dark-dungeons wader iota, ana awry aaah th “ag Fally. diffore 4 indulgepea™, which‘his rhe refuses to | fons ? vets Sine slities: pen oni jtions. May we be disposed and enabled 
utting them “to et ape ground, or | standard of mora eeling, totally. di erent grant? We think not,—W hen justice is | from correspon ing qualities ; g ot: to shin gin apitied Gislaaiilvtaas ee 
nisery ofexcHie: ; m the prolonged from those ideas of praise and blame, mer- unfeeling and regards not, as its sole and | selves; but then we must not confine them ; r ag , seek ieknelein etcaie thi 
ites of Humes crating tortures—these fea-| it and demerit, upon which we do and ultimate end, the happiness of its objects, | here, but remember that they are to be : — re -_ . ro A yeu jee nt 
aith fully (imsghitieete Ci have been most | must act in our commerce with our fellow- | it certainly is not just; it ceases to be jus- | invested with omniscience and infinity; in sa J “ oor ot u me Ba “es os t 
Ag; and men bh 7 to the Supreme Be- creatures. ; ; tice, and takes the aspect and character | short, united to one another, and united to see 1e «9 0 * consol ’ 1opes, 
low a Ne lave imaged to themselves ks Thére are periods in which the human | of cruelty. And when mercy is short- | God. | or eee 
‘Nero or a Domitian would have | mind seems to slumber, but this is not one | sighted and partial, acting from impulse T'o illustrate by an example. Brutus, Though clouds and darkness are round 
of them. A keen spirit of research is rather than from a sense of right, and ve. | pronounced judgment against his own sons, about his throne, and your limited vision 


sede from the extent of their domin- 

indies are epee escape, and to the | now abroad, and demands reform.  Per- lieving present misery, rather than con- | because the good of the commonwealth, cannot agen Pg sublime ponpevee and 
«These ter sg haps in none of the nations of Europe sulting for real and asting good, it is no | as he thought, required that they should — - is rege ; ~ r ey 
ible, but as A the vulgar belief, ter-| will their articles of faith, or their church longer merey, it has degenerated intoweak-{/die. This act has been praised by some confide ‘tk - ~ nd r wo yp i hic 
assed into Fi vague and undefined, | establishments, or their modes of worship ness.—Who will ascribe either of these | as just, and condemned by others as un- and as the a — rienc a . a 
en, by whom, Dy = of the school- | be able to maintain their ground for many dispositions to God? Who will say, that| merciful One will think that he displayed pedtendeis com iy a gga dea hy y 
z metaphyieal oy were combined with years in exactly the same position in which | his justice is but wrath, and his mercy but | his heroism in sacrificing the feelings of a rev a ae ae +m ag iy sll der a 
in specifi mE a of eternity, arrang- they stand at present. Religion and man- | unguided feeling? And yet this is virtu-| father to the existence of a state; and minion. 0 wi afew: — . me k 
md elaborate) nega ‘ons, fixed in creeds, | ners reciprocally act upon one another. ‘ally said by those, who-hold the opinions | another, that the voice of nature should — eee 7 -y aoe 4. en rea 
hey have been pete mre till at length | As religion, well understood, is a most against which we are contending; it is | never have been so cruelly stifled at the |a — n ron Be cau: weir 
hendous horrors onc into all the tre- powerful agent in meliorating and soften- | virtually said by the common.error which | call of a heartless theory, or the prospect an fo ys - sin . e ee an¢ in b, 
ese doctrines. i the Calvinistic faith. ‘ing our manners; so, on the other hand, | we have stated; it is virtually of an uncertain good ut the fact is, we wisdom, ~ bey tne to Cone: es meee 
'§ People, ro fesiill true, among think- | Manners, BS they advance in cultivation, | those systems, ich ke o are not competent to decide at all on the triumph. . the a rp ‘ yr 
ll apperent. te ne, ground but there | tend to correct and refine our religion, case, because we can neither balance mo- ee ae has ; ho gna AE ea 
* Christians, a d class called seri-| Thus, toa nation in any degree acquaint- tives nor consequences. Neither was counsels is < om wi ry e p mpipility 
tems a sort of le enderness in exposing ed with'the social feelings, human sacrifi- Brutus capable of deciding whether he of errour ; the spring 0 -, se oe i 
» Walking over nae towards them, as ces, and sanguinary rites, could never long ted right or wrong, because he could his own —. Pf mgr ye on 
an to the Safeat oF ate a one should | appear obligatory. The mild spirit of mon systems of divinity, the justice t foresee effects, nor determine whether goodness 5 and the — 0 —— ~ ~m 
©, if not true “a €; an idea that they | Christianity has, no: doubt, had its influ-| mercy of God are plain} represented e father or the magistrate ought to have works an — 2 e yn or se 
l, and that a a Cast good to be believ- ence in softening the ferocity of the Goth- | distinct and opposed. Now those quali-| prevailed in the decision. — He only acted | highest — - degree o gene ae 

Serous truth ary crror is better than ic times; and the increasing humanity of ties, in their perfection, never can be| according to the best of his judgment; sequently of felicity, throughout Ar 
- But that error can | the present period will, in its turn, produce ! cither distinct or opposed; for perfect jus-! and that is all which any man can do in a less universe -—Colman. 








tion the result of cone 
counsels, and the A rmance of a previ- 
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ous stipulation. reis no getting a- 
way from these inferences. In the cor 
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2 — ‘ wn a — ’ araged i , ‘lot. | gious society i a ont of 
THE INTELLIGENCER, counsel shell ctend, and I will dvel my plee- Fhis doctrine of — oo ph a | os uipeianel to report such facts and ob- kinder feelings than those which are apt ne ae 
dPeauine yee TRUTA IN L0vs.Wr. UL. sure.” The pleasure of the Lord shall pros- | teries, very frequently reminds the etre | servations upon this important subject as may | abide with sectarian designs and Prejudice, fections 
GARDINER ~ FRIDAY JANUARY 12. yer fe Ie nome hands.” “have finish-| cumstance recorded. the - 4 facie - at come before them, and such measures us may “ MULTUM IN PAR ” inanim 
> : ed the work, which thou gavest me to do.” | which we take the libaty serious!y — be deemed most expedient for diminishing The first and ‘i t —_ FO. pat fro 
PROVE ALL THINGS ; HOLD Fast THAT waicu | “I will draw all men unto me.” “ The ran-| mend to the particular attention of ape vil. ‘The gentlemen appointed from the | wii fem oa “apes sal aaherie lesson, ings = 
SST phen: panel ; somed of the Lord,” who “gave himself «| who are in the habit of cautioning wet ee Bien society, which we are happy to/ ble of reflection is, to think for Nae oe 
Free inquiry is dangerous to nothing but! raysom for all,’—* shall return and come to | disbelieve a sentiment, however true It May) ee recognized, at last, as the friends of vir- | the second, without which the first wi sf if yutt 
error; and those who would discourage it,| Zion with songs and everlasting joys upon | be, solely because, as they Sy; it does po) Ps sai od odes are Gen. John W. Smith | be comparatively of little value is to 0 «irae 
afford a very convincing evidence that their | their heads, they shall obtain joy and glad-| hold out so many chaces for salvation as| tue ant oc C. Churchill. ject in himself that infallibility, which he the dist 
views cannot stand in the light of it. Why | ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” | something else. and Hon. rn, veal thet they mer rejects in others.. , ed by f 
should a person deprecate that which the| These are the sacred words of inspiration ;| After the Almighty hd drowned all the | We hope, mos Hehe » eee > BARE When we consider the relation of may love. 
gospel recommends, which is essential to the | and they assert a truth as joyful for map, as! inhabitants of the earth,:xcepting Noah and meet with ap aA " at ° but upon this to his Creator, do betes consider only a re. 
cause of human improvement aud to the pu-| it is honorable to the character of the Father his family, by a flood, he was pleased to give | in their vary lauda whet te aid lation that terminates w ith the few years 
aa” nail ; Se eee adi fi Y : blige ; Paton 3 tabil- ; subject we are quite of the opinion expressed | of his mortal life? 
rity of our happy institutions, unless it be | of mercies. a promise ; and as a tokm of the immu "3 : > vay i: aaa alae There are situations in which ho a | 
because he has some dark purposes to an- Yet, strange as it would seem, there is per- ity of his word, he set a ow in the heavens, by the ec med “ ’ se ia eh valle is so little apt to desert the afflicted pn - My des 
swer, which would be endangered by a free} haps no one truth in religion, Which many | signifying that he would not again bring al} remarks will be foun st pag ly arises, unless when it speaks ia ea ; 
end faithful examination of their actual char- | seem so unwilling to believe as this. Not-/} good upon the world, But sometime after Prorosaus have been issued by Rev. scenes,—and in which death, the ~somed . — 
acter? Truth never fears the light ;—she withstanding it has reason and revelation | this event the descendaits of Noah, who had pci hi ‘Meeier, (universalist) of West- of immortality, is hailed, as that Bracions ipo 
courts it. Darkness and pretended mystery | most obviously in its favour; notwithstand- | heard of the flood, and Iso of the promise of ial Mass. for publishing by subseription comforter as ar tide the Combatants a in 0 
are the protectors of error, and without them | ing it is most worthy a God of infinite good- |God not again to drow the earth, began, aw are " entitled, “ A series of letters address- when ty Seren a tie tt and, pre- still to 
the latter must vanish, like Virgil’s ghosts, | jess, most propitions to human happiness, appears, to calculate, assome do in the pre iho ~ Hosea Ballou of Boston ; being a tevin leads hice to glory Gee a ne - 
into “ thin air.” and mosi encouraging to allthe devow and) ent day, on the doctrir of chances. Said vindication gf the doctrine of futare retribu- | to repose. wd ing him [low © 
When Christ was upon the earth he asked generous sentiments of the godlike heart; they—What security hwe we, that we shall tion, against the principal arguments used by True devotion is rational and well found voule 
wo coucealment to protect his doctrines. He | still too many--some, it is to be feared, because | pot be destroyed by nother flood? We hitn. Mr Balfour, and others.” The work |ed; and consists in the lively exercise > hear a 
uniformly stood forth as the bold defender of | it is mortifying to an exclusive spirit, and have, it is true, the singe one, viz. the prom oii dsentie die 300 pages, 12mo.—price that affection which we owe to the Sy. whew 
his religion, and invited from his enemies the | some because they think it too good to be | ise of God ; but as ratinal men, we certain- 80 cents in boards, or $1, bound and lettered. preme Being, comprehending several emo- yee) 
strictest scrutiny into its clainis to truth. He | true,—are determined neither to embrace it | ly may be permitted to make ourselves still : tions of the gh hs all terminate in of any 
left the world a most honorable instance of | themselves, nor to permit any within their more sectire, Let @#obthin for ourselves ay Proposals have been issued by Mr. C. P. the some aren chest circumstanc which 
magnanimity in this respect, which it would | influence to examme and acknowledge the | second chance. “Let us build a city and a tow- | Bailey, of Augusta, to publish a third edition I have witnessed in the lot of vanes ag a " 
be well if all his professed followers would | legitimate force of the overwhelming evi- er, whose top nuny reach unta heaven.” It can} o¢ Mr, Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement. said the elder President Adams, « are the eo) 
imitate. His Apostles were faithful to the | deuces in its favour. be of no possible disadvantage to us ; but ——- narrow views, the unsocial humors, the fus- - al 
same spirit of free and rational inquiry. They Among the many means employed to pre- | pay prove of incalculable service. For) A writer in Zion’s Herald tells us, that tidious scorn, and repulsive tiger off a2 hs po 
went forth, few in number it is true, but con- | vent weak and timorous persons from em- | if the first chance should hold good—if there , “the inhabitants” of a certain town in New- denominations except one.” colvial 
scious that the faith they proclaimed would bracing this heart cheering and seriptural! cjould not be a flood--why, a tower ean do | Hampshire became converted to universal- ~ “J rejoice,” said President Jefferson, to-do @ 
triumph in proportion as it became under- | truth, none perhaps has a greater effect than no harm—we shall be saved as wellas those | ism, and as a consequence of their change of that in a ry oage of free in- cate 2 
stood. It was the least of their fears, that | the following: It is said ; Supposing itto be) who have no interest in it ; but in ease such | views, soon concluded that they would do no pas ore pinican shane miter ten “a ordi 
Christianity would suffer by being examined. | a fact, that the will of God, which meditates | an event should happen, we shall be seen as-| more toward the support of the Gospel. Radia” Vas cosine my 2 re og ie do not 
On the contrary, they had no greater enemy | the ultimate salvation of all men from sin, cending into heaven on the works ef our | This he calls “4 consistent conclusion.” How - reviving. ” But much I fear thet whe os 
to contend with, in the propagation of their | and which, through the “ Lamb of God that! pwr hands, while we shall behold our less | long before the Editor of that paper will find this great truth shall be established, its the chi 
doctrines, than that spirit of bigotry, which | taketh away the sins of the world,” will fi- | wise and Jess politic fellow creatures, who out that such whimsical and slanderous sto-| yotaries will fall into the fatal errors of raculot 
sits in judgment with deafened ears and | nally be accomplished by the “reconciliation | strangely refused to unite their labours with ‘ries have no other eflect than to injure those fabricating formulas of creed and confes- most a 
blinded eyes, condemning, as false and heret- | of all things to God,”—-still, it is safest not to ‘ours in erecting the tower, but trusted alto- | who circulate them ? sions of faith,—the engines, which £0 soon grow 
ical, every thing that partakes not of its own believe it. As if a man’s belief was a matter | gether to a single chance, perishing in the ——— destroyed the religion of Jesus, and made higatio’ 
2 ae ey ay aie ecnios eines ve 6 (tani ‘aves as a reward for their folly.| Since writing the above, last Wednesday’s | Of christendom a mere Acaldema., wort 
unholy character. cman! A8H & oe afer to deny devouring waves as a reward for their folly, Sinee writing t ' ee > Trinitartans say John Baptist was to hie? | 
Hence we hear them inviting, not only | the divine veracity, and resist his immutable Ju short it is the best policy not to trust al- | Herald bas been received, containing another go before Jehovah (Mal. iii. 1.) and that myst 
their enemies, but those also who had em-| truths, than to trust unreservedly in them! together to the promise of God: we must de- | very christian philippie against the doctrine he went before Christ (John iii. 28.) ergo, valli 
braced the merciful religion of Jesus, to| As if, in short, truth was not so valuable as pend upon our own Works, upon something | we believe, from the pen of “T. Merritt.”| Gupist is J PHOVAH. Unitarians add, nae 
“prove all things; hold fast that which is|error! We pity-—we sincerely pity the man,| whieh we ean do ourselves. God will help | His object is to approve and reccommend pne } The sons of Eli were sons of Belial” ciples: 
good.” The obvious meaning of this is, as| that can consent to practice upon such mise- | pone, who will not help themselves; and he | of the most scurilous, unprincipled and inde- (I Sam. il. 12.) ergo, Eur was Bestar. trine t 
it must appear to every one favorable to the | rable maxims, To us it appears nothing | cannot but be pleased to bebold us zealous- | ceut publications, that ever appeared in the le oe ae, the _israelites ~ ol the co 
principle it encourages, that it is the daty of Short of an attempt to deceive that omniscient | ly engaged in endeavouring tb save ourselves. | English language. The work, in whose fa- | he Se yoy? sayy goal ne “2 
every man to examine, with a view to detect | Being, who taketh a perfect coguizance of | We will have two chances t¢ other’s one, and | vour he is zealously engaged, is peioned my “He wists tvmmaiiiat ‘Wie Reraciiies bine or ‘ : J 
and avoid the errors, or to obtain the excel- | every secret thought of the buman beart.— | thus obtain the greater security! | Providence R. J. and called the ’“ @nti-Uni- Egypt, was Moses” —ergo, Moses was Jr- mai 
lencies of all the different theories proposed | Does the Almighty require men to profess ad Far be it from ts to make a wrong appli-, versalist.” It is devoted to the low and vul-| poyay! ania 
to the world as truths in which people can | believe contrary to the dictates of their own | cation of the incident furnished us by the sa-/ gar cause of misrepresenting aud abusing} TTrinitarians say that, when Christ as- sn: ei 
be concerned ; at the same time, being care- | understandings? We say profess to believe ; cred historian, or to treat with too much se- | that class of christians who entertain the serted his inferiority to the Father and else | 
ful to retain and hold fast that, and that only because we hold it to be an unpossibility that | verity the notion of building a second chance | cheering hope that God, though a erucified epee, his ignorance — things, fathe 
which is good ; i. e. kind, merciful, honora- | a man should really believe what he secretly | upon a distrust of that divine assurance on | Redeemer, will ultimately sueceed in causing he a ke a as - we God ‘ F gene 2: all be 
ble to the character of God as a good being, | suspects to be untrue. It is the heart to! which mortals alone can depend; but we “all the ends of the earth to remember and ‘cell  hastaifee rents ahaihin a. van be . 
and encouraging to the hopes and devout af- | which God looks; and he never can approve | myst say, that we never heard a preacirer|turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of who should shut up one puts a Tek ot on But « 
fections of men. | of that vulgar policy, which would induce a} cautioning bis hearers against embracing the | the nations to worship before him”--“ recon- object, would be supposed to tell thre teach, tion? 
Let every man, then, who values his repu- | person to change, or profess to change, his| doctrine of universé? salvation, on account of | ciling all things unto himself,” and perfecting | jf he should affirm, that he did not behold more 
tation asa christian, or as a friend to our f¥ee | belief at pleasure, according as his supposed | jts pot furnishing so many chances of final| the tubounded triumphs of righteousness | it? count 
institutions, consider it as a duty imposed interests may seem to make it politic. This | happiness, as does the irrational and un- | over sin, and happiness over misery.. We 4 < mes geld SOATIONS More 
upon him, as well by the sacred oracles as sort of reasoning may cause men to be hyp- scriptural notion of enlless torments, without , trust we do not speak from any undue preju- ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION: “<= 
by a regard for the cause of liberty and im- | ocritical; but it cannot, in our opinion make | seriously concluding, that if he had happen- , dices against the Anti-universalist. We nei- j "on Any iy aoe a 
provement, to encourage in others and prac- | them jionest-hearted in the sightof God. Its jed to have lived at the period above referred | thes love, nor fear it. It can injure none bat 3 or Fue WORSHIP OF GOD ye : 
tice in himself the doctrine of a free and ra- | Undisguised tendency on the mind of ove who | to, ie would have been a most zealous advo- | those who patronize it. So far, therefore, as yr he eye moneys biG pares tore b 
tional inquiry. Let him prove all things, and adopts it, is to encourage the following un- | cate for the erection of the tower of Babel. |it relates to any lasting effect it can have Bus etill we peer bey pseu i fore 4 
then, but not before, conclude upon and hold | worthy calculations, “Itis to my oad And what serves to strengthen this convic- | against the doctrine of “the grace of God,” | And e’en the rigid feature.” Burns. j docts 
fast that which is good. Goodness is neither | to believe that doctrine which is the safest; tion is the cireumstence, that their “lan-| which it is engaged to abuse, we care but lit- To worship the great Father of the uni- a5 9S 
partial nor cruel. Itis universal in its nature | forme. That which asserts the unbounded guage,” wherein they say, as they generally | tle. But its character is such as to “ merit” | Verse, the Creator, the Protector and the — 1€ 
and ‘benignantin its designs. Whatever is | triumphs of an universal Saviour, appears, | do say, that salyation is all of God, and vet | the approbation of none, of any denomina- undeviating, unvarying Friend of epee ea ' 
opposed to this is not good, and may with | indeed, rational and glorious ; it may be true, | that it is depending upon human efforts, ap- | tion, who are under the influence of the prin- ily of man, in sincerity o_o oar ee haan 
safety be rejected. | and in fuct I hope and secretly believe it is so. | Pears to us about as much “confounded” as | ciples of christianity. We venture ta say, | the gS wag ne ym in agent de- sata 
There are some in the world who are ex-| But I am told it is not so safe to believe it, 4s) was that of the persotis engaged to build a/ there is not a sober christian, in any eburch ae Aas she paien of the hichest delieht Say q 
ceedingly industrious to prevent others from | to deny it. I willtherefore deny it,-—profess | « city and a tower whove topmay reach unto iu Our country, Who has looked over the con- Ca toe ae ae the fcelings of the 76 there 
hearing, reading or examining the doctrines | to believe in the eternal existence of sin and} jeaven.” In short, We cannot resist the con- | tents of that anonymous receptacle of calum- lecting and thinking mind. Amid the faith, 
of the gospel as we understand them. To, misery, notwithstanding ail that Ged and} clusion that they are, perhaps unconsciously, | nious misrepresentation, that does not con- storms and tempests which -assault us im —— 
such we have but one word to say :—A sen- | Christ have done, or can do, to destroy them ;| at work upon a spiritual Babel. demn itas a disgrace to the name of religion. | this tabernacle of clay, the reflection, that emery 
timent, that can be preserved only by keep-| and while I de, in my heart, really expect aah. | indeed, its miserable authors are ashamed of | there is a house not made with — mr 
ing its disciples in ignorance of every thing | that the unsgfe doctrine is true, I will endea- The following frank avowal of the senti- | it themselves. They dare not let their names eternal in ry pa ge 8 ons and half’. 
else, is undeserving a place in the christian | vour to make my Judge believe that I re- nents of Unitarians relative to the final state | @PP€a" on its polluted pages; and to shield Renetichar ches Gad “The soul which trust, 
church. nounce it; and thus shall enter the gates of ofthe human family, together with the gen- the sect to which they may belong, from the i. impressed with: a pan of the unbound- co 
—>— heaven for making a selfish policy the rule of | erous advice given to that class of christians, disgrace to which it inust expose it, they have ed goodness and loving kindness of its —_ 
Tt cither is er # is not the will of God to _my faith.” Such isthe reasoning which the | we cheerfully copy fro the Christian Ingui-| the caution not to let the public know what Creator, delights to render him homage In aa 
have all men saved. If he do not will tosave | above objection is calculated to encourage. rer,a highly respectable unitarian paper, pub- | the denomination is, with which they ave | his temple and offer him praise aud thanks- se 
all, it is difficult to account for the seriptural | But what, after all, is it short of wctual by-| jicned in the city of New-York. It confirms connected. In short it dwells in darkness, | giving from a pure and upright 5 04 ona 
fact that he is impartial——that “he is good to | poerisy? If this is more valuable than sin- what we before believed concerning their | where all other error finds its only security. | W ith his law and his requirements, ae ie 
all”—that “he sent his son to save the world” | cerity, then also may falsehood be more sate} faith and wherever they shall éxtend the fel- | Such is the publication which “T. Mer- | delights to rg y aA gre 9 pina ask 4 
—~to “ give himself a ransom for all,” and to | than truth. Mrs. Barbauld’s remarks upon 'lowship therein recommended, Universaliste ritt”—a professed christian preacher, reeom- age gave perisg® sayin sche bestow prett 
“taste death for every man.” He commis- this kind of policy, will be found on our first will not be slow to reciprocate them. mends to the public ; and which the editor or take away. Thus, while in spirit an ut 
sioned Jesus Christ to do bis will. “Icame | page, to which we invite the serious attea-| — «& Phere cannot beso much difference in| °! Zion’s Herald undoubtedly approves. But} in truth he worships the Father, his be- - 
not to do mine own will, but the will of him | Gon of our reeders. | sentiment between the great body of Uni-| o they suppose that the cause of Christ re- | nevolence and charity extend to the whole a 
that sent me.” “Lo Teome, in the volume/ But there is another part of this objection’ versalists in thiS country and Unitarians, | quires them to encourage such abuse? Do family of man. Though he sees them ine a 
of the book it is written, to do thy will O | against a beliefin the salvation of the world, | as to justify the latter tor withdrawing in- | they think.that intelligent and candid persons | many ways wandering, tian Fe py at the 3 
God.” And an Apostle says, ‘* We do know which ought to be considered. It is said, tereourse and fellowship trom the former, among their own brethren, will thank them |/rom the cause ona —— of eed ered 
d do testify, that the Father sent the Son! that those who believe it to be false, have | and I cannot but hope that the time is not | for doing it? If they do, they will ere long and good shephei 5° re “4 thev inve; 
wats “ ; Pa : > | far distant, when more liberal sentiments en ORS + ise a ., ~|that the Divine promise is true—that ie” es 
to be the Saviour of the world.” Hence the! two chances for salvation, while those who! and feelings will be exercised by us, to- most assuredly find their mistake. Religion all will be brought back to the paths 0! ey 
salvation of the world was the will of God, believe it to be true have but one! As if) wards this class of our fellow christians, C®"°t be supported, nor error destroyed, by rectitude, when there will be but “one fold pu " 
as it was the object of Christ’s mission on | there were more chances for final happiness | [p England, we all know, that several of misrepresenting the views of others and en- and one shepherd.” He thus finds pee” on 
earth. In confirmetion of this we are told | on the supposition that but very few of our/the most zealous and useful Unitarian deavouring to excite the prejudices of the! and hope and joy in believing m, and: wor- It 
by the sacred penman—* God will have all ‘race are to be saved, than on the other sup-| ministers publicly avow their belief in the vulgar against them. shipping his heave nly Father. > solute tues 
inen to be saved.” “Having made known position that all will ultimately be made holy | final restoration of all men to happiness; | We can look upon Mr. Merritt’s recom- |. ILow different the feelings Pee ane, ble j 
a alain eoteiialion del tite sail <a ‘ ‘! B > are told by our oppos- | and if L do not mistake, this 8 the belicf of | mendation in no other light than as an ebulli- | UO" oF this mar from him who %. r lear 
unto us the majesty of his will, which he and happy! But we are to J Py the great body of Unitarians in this country. | .. "Net “9 as Re would not worship God and obey ins com if 
purposed in himself according to his good | ers,if universalism be true, they who disbe- Why Geen, could we Mititats to avow bur | won of his spleen against a denomination lmands, if L‘did not fear and dread his aa 
pleasure, that in the dispensation of tlhe ful-| lieve it will be saved ag well as those who) contiments explicitly upon this subject, or. which he bas ofven attacked with more zeal | power, and his wrath. I must worship _ ting 
ness of times, be might gather together, in embrace it; whereas if it is not, your case is at Jeast, would it not be good policy, if than success. It is known that he has pro- | or he will punish. me forever for the avi Thi 
one, all things in Christ.” It isthen the will desperate, while we still have a chance re-| we wish success to the cause of liberal voked a number of controversies with the | leet. To what purpose can such a. mine 
of God to “ have all men saved,” or “ to ree-| maining. Truly, there is much speculation | christianity, to extend our sympathy and advocates of universal salvation ; and having | be, when performed in cold foray om that 
oncile all things unto himself.” | in all this, which comes, no doubt, from the | christian intercourse to these Me meng If invariably been foiled at every point, it is per- | gled " ith a terrible dread of a org this faith 
Row hi wil of God sont either La wot wi od ratnal motives, Deaf ewo] We peri in ut present course Tm japenasl that he sould srk fi ocentons HE min conceives to be nevea! As. MM 
complished or it will not. If it be not effect-| chances are better than one, are not hun-| a zenlous and numerotts tless of christians, | to give sin to his dissatisfied and cliagrined not a»proach it with that confidence = ne, 
ed, then Christ must have died in vain; and | dreds better than two? Surely, Well then, | and continually increasing, will increase spirit. 1 his is the only apology we are able love he would to the best of parents, | of an 
a power greater than that of the Almighty! we would advise all such shrewd calculators | ond flourish at the expense of many of our | t° imagine for him. lbest of friends. Thus the worshipers © . M 
must have overcome his own. This conclu-| to believe, at the same time, all the different | older societies.” It is to be regretted that the more christian the image which Nebuchadnezzay te it Vers 
sion is irresistible ; but it cannot be true, un-| creeds there are in the world; so that they —~—— and generous — ronan formerly Lreathed | in the plains of Dura, fell = because arg 
til it is proved that there is a power greater | may be sure of having more chances for sal- A meeting of the most respectable and in-| in the pages of Zion 8 Herald, has fled with, : ~~ musi¢ ” yd -T wéeld be the Pres 
than that of omnipotence. The former po-| vation. If one belief fails thew, another will | duential citizens of Portland was held last. its late Editor to N. York. It is desirable | ey 7) & retusa ae to a fiery fur- ares 
sition therefore, viz. that the will of God,| take them up; and by embracing every vari-| Saturday in the Academy in that town, to that a paper, which has so extensive a cireu- utes guegened: Ut Gee . but let any a! - 
which desires the salvation of all, will be ae-| ant faith, they will ke sure, out of the whole, adopt measures to check the rapid and alarm- , lation as the Herald, should be, conducted in | tional mind judge how much devotion t shi dew, 
complished, remains to be true. Jn covfir-| to be secured by that which shall happen at! ing growth of Intemperance. A commitice such a manner as to be an honour to itself, was in such worship, how much eee mes 
mation of this the Almighty says--‘ My last to be the true one! consisting, of two persous from each re’ and to the cause it is engaged to support; h nj 
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